
 
 

 

��������
��	
� � � � � � � � � � ���
	����������

� � � � � � � � � � �	��	��	�������
�
� � � � � � ���������� � ���������� ��	���� 	!������
� � � � � � � � � � ��"���#���$�!�
� � � � � � � � � � �%&'(��()&�%�
� � � � � � � � � � �	!
	��*����+�� �

I must start by thanking Les Hitchcock and his team for their efforts in 
giving us another fabulous Funday this year. Even the weather was 
(relatively) kind to us given the awful summer we’ve had. 
 
Those who know me will know that my glass is always half full, I won’t say 
what with, so I reckon this summer will end up being a blessing in disguise – 
why’s that, I hear you ask.  Well, you know how it is, come October time 
when we’re all thinking it was only a few weeks ago that we were barbying 
and soaking up the rays.  This year, we won’t have to worry, will we? 
 
Thanks again to all our advertisers, some more new ones this time, I hope 
you are all receiving plenty of business from the village. 
 
We are still working hard to improve our typesetting and printing times, this 
issue, our problem is that it’s August and there’s hardly anyone around, 
apart from yours truly of course, but I rarely rest. 
 
Seriously though, I think, in some ways, HV has been a victim of its own 
success, it used to be much smaller and therefore quicker to produce and 
print.  The mag has changed, but our processes haven’t, so we will be putting 
in a big effort over the next few months.  Just in case we are a little tardy 
again this time, may I be the first to wish you a Merry Christmas! (Joke…..I 
think!!) 
 
Trevor  
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High Street, Halling, Kent ME2 1BS Tel : 01634 243696 

Registered Charity No. 1064906 

·  Jim Sutherland, Community Centre Caretaker for the past three & a half years, has recently 
retired.  Our thanks go to Jim for his past care and attention shown to all those users and hirers of 
the Community Centre; we wish him a long and happy retirement.  We are pleased to introduce 
you to Jim Beer who has just recently taken over the post of Community Centre Caretaker and we 
welcome the new Jim to his new role. 

·  We’re still looking for somebody to take on the role of Treasurer to the Community Centre, as our 
current Treasurer of many years would like to retire.  If you have 2-3 hours to spare each week 
taking care of the Community Centre accounts etc., attending a monthly meeting for 
approximately 1 ½ hrs, all on a voluntary basis, then we’d be very pleased to hear from you.  
Please telephone the Community Centre in the first instance, and leave your contact details on 
our answerphone.  Your call will be returned, in order to arrange a mutually convenient 
appointment with our retiring Treasurer to discuss exactly what is involved.   

·  We also need more Committee Members to attend our monthly meetings – if you’re interested in 
what goes on at the Community Centre, and would like to attend, then please come along to our 
next meeting on the first Monday of the month, starting at 7.30pm. 

·  Christmas/New Year will soon be here again & the Community Centre have decided to bring back 
the New Year's Eve Disco, which will start at 8pm, will obviously see the New Year in, & will finish 
at 12.30am.  This used to be a very popular event so please look out for our posters which will be 
on display on all the village noticeboards from September onwards, detailing ticket prices and 
where they can be purchased.   

·  A "first time" for the Community Centre - this year we're hoping to hold a Pensioners' Christmas 
Afternoon Tea Party on the 15th December 2007 from 2pm until 6pm, but we need to gauge interest 
first.  Halling Community Centre will provide everything; we just need you to come along. 
Transport will be available to take you to the Community Centre and back home again if 
required. The invite is open to all village pensioners, and if you are interested in coming along on 
your own or with a friend, or you know of a neighbour that may like an invite, please jot down 
contact details on the section below and pop it in the drop-off box at Halling Post Office, or 
telephone Janet on 07845 981 307.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Pensioners’ Christmas Afternoon Tea Party – 15 th December 2007 – 2pm until 6pm at Halling 
Community Centre 

 Please send an invitation to the Christmas Tea Party to :- 

 Mr / Mrs / Ms            ………………………………………………………………. 

 Address : 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Telephone No.  ………………………………………………………………………….. 
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The Halling Association is working with the parish council to develop plans for a new outdoor sports facility in 
Halling. A number of young people have contacted the council looking for better facilities to play games locally. 
They are keen to see a new ball court that could be used for a number of sports, such as football, tennis, netball and 
basketball. These ‘multi use games areas’ are increasingly popular. They have an all weather surface, marked out 
for several sports, with the appropriate goal areas, and surrounded by a strong fence to keep balls within the play 
area. The ball courts are generally lit on a timer system, so that they can be used in winter months, but not late in 
the evening. They are a good way of encouraging children and young people to enjoy playing sport safely in their 
local area. Halling Primary School has such a facility on its grounds and children enjoy using it whilst at school.  
The Halling Association is supporting the development of a multi use games area in the recreation ground. Grant 
applications are being made to secure further funding. If the grant applications are successful, it is hoped that the 
ballcourt will be in place for next Easter.  
The parish council is consulting with local residents and young people in Halling about the new sports facility. A 
decision has not yet been made on the exact model to be chosen. This will be confirmed following consultation. A 
planning application will be made by the autumn. The photo shows the design of a typical ball court.  

 
Additionally, we are currently working on the installation of a Basket Ball facility for the Upper halling recreation 
ground. Please look out for further information on the plans on village noticeboards and the Halling website. If you 
have any comments on the proposed facilities, please contact the parish council. The parish is keen to hear of any 
concerns that residents may have, so that these can be addressed. If anyone is interested in running coaching 
sessions, or organising games at the ball court, please get in touch.  
What is the Halling Association? 
The Halling Association is a local partnership, working on projects for the benefit of Halling’s residents and 
environment. Its members come from Halling Parish Council, Lafarge Cement UK, Medway Council, Halling 
Primary School, Cemex and Trenport Investments Ltd.  
We are always keen to hear from local groups or residents who have ideas for new projects in Halling. 
For more information: If you would like to know more about the Halling Association’s work, please contact  
Catherine Smith at Medway Council on telephone 01634 331358 or email: catherine.smith@medway.gov.uk 
Bill Swan at Halling Parish Council on telephone 01634 241551 or email: w.swan@btconnect.com 

Updated information on the Halling Association is also available on the Halling Parish website.  
 
 

 

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������� ����



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

��������	�
�����	
���
���

�
�����

�������������
����

��
����������
���
��
�����	�

�����������
��	� ���
���!��

����
�
�

�
�

"�#�	$$���

��	�
#
����������#�� �
�

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

HALARA 
 
Looking for something to do on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons? 
If you come along to Halling Community Centre, you will be 
welcomed with open arms. Short mat bowling is a game for all ages, 
all you need is a pair of flat-soled shoes, we’ll provide the bowls and 
even teach you how to play. ARA members £2, non-members £2.50 
per session, and you’ll need a small amount of change for tea and 
biscuits. Play starts at 2pm, tea break at 3pm and finish at 4pm. 
Also on a Thursday, between 10am & 11 am you could come along 
to the coffee morning, again at the Community Centre. Come along 
for a cup of tea or coffee (30p each) and meet other people of the 
village. 
Sequence dancing is held on Friday afternoons in the Jubilee Hall. A 
great form of exercise, and the chance to make new friends. 
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For a price list, call Sacha on:- 

 
01634 249454 

 
 

or email at:- sacha@superduper.eclipse.co.uk  
 

Or visit my website at:- www.sashdodd.com  



 
 

 
The Rector Sector – Apologia Pro Vita Sua 

 

 
The other day I learned that people were saying that they did not like to see the Rector out on his bike.  My first 
thought was to wonder why people should care about the Rector’s chosen form of transport anyway.  But, if they 
did care, surely they should be pleased to see me cycling.  I do not contribute to the scourge of traffic noise.  Pedal 
power is pollution free.  Looking at other parish budgets, I save the parish something like £1,000 per annum in 
petrol money.  If I crash into anyone, I’m likely to do them far less harm on a bike than if I were driving a car.  
And, of course, it helps to keep me fit, putting off the day when I shall be a burden on the NHS and the other people 
who might have to look after me.  I suppose I could join the ranks of those who drive everywhere and then spend 
hours riding a stationary bicycle in the gymnasium in order to get fit, but what would be the point? 
 
Some people think I waste time by cycling, rather than using a car, but I don’t think that is much of a consideration 
over short distances once you allow for time spent in traffic jams and time spent walking from the nearest place you 
can park.  And, anyway, you can’t have a drink if you drive. 
 
In reality, the emphasis in that first sentence should probably be on see, rather than bike.  It is a matter of image.  
They don’t like to see the clergy using a vehicle which has traditionally been seen as rather lower class but is now 
morphing into trendy transport for middle class young eco nuts from Hampstead and Islington.  Vicars are not 
meant to dress poorly or trendily, still less to sweat! Clergy are supposed to be formal, rather old-fashioned, and 
even slightly shabby.  We are thereby maintained on our pedestals, looked up to and safely out of touch. 
 
That’s one view of what the Church’s image ought to be.  Of course, inevitably, there is a diametrically opposite 
view.  Some people say that the Church needs a new image – wickedly cool – if it is to appeal to young people in 
the twenty first century.  I was rather amused recently  when some people who were in the church youth club 25 
years ago told me that they remembered me as the first cool vicar! I’m not sure what they were talking about! I’ve 
never cared much about style and I’ve always happily gone round the parish in any gear from cassock through 
smartish clerical casual to running shorts or gardening clothes.  Comfort, cleanliness and cost have always mattered 
more to me than image, and clerical garb is something I see as a uniform rather than a fashion statement, something 
to wear for official functions or where people may not know who I am. 
 
It is a pity that we are so shallow that image matters.  When I go to the library I do very often judge books by their 
covers and sometimes find myself reading a right load of rubbish.  Conversely I suspect I leave a lot of good stuff 
dowdily bound on the shelf. 
 
Surely we know that, with people, what matters is character.  Are you, kind, generous thoughtful? Are you honest? 
Do you do your best to help other people? Or are you greedy or selfish? Surely these things matter infinitely more 
than what you look like.  So why do people spend so much time and money on looking good? And why do people 
judge people by what they look like and what they wear rather than by what they do and what they are? 
 
And why should image matter in the Church? We are concerned with the most profound Reality of all.  Why would 
it matter what we look like? Anyone whose ideas about God are based mainly on what they think of the Rector or 
other Christians, of particular buildings or styles of worship, is really missing the point.  My task, as Rector, the 
task of all of us who are Christians, is not to point to ourselves at all, but to point people to God.  If you want to 
know what God is like, look at Jesus.  He is the image of the invisible God and there is no falsehood about Him! 
 
Roger Knight, Rector of Cuxton & Halling. 

http://hometown.aol.co.uk/rogerknight/myhomepage/newsletter.html 
http://hometown.aol.co.uk/RogerKnight/index.htm 
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Halling Football Club 
We’re very close to having our own village football team once again, filling the gap left after the 
end of Halling Institute FC, which the more mature among you may remember!!  
Friendly matches are already planned, & training is taking place in the Lower Halling recreation 
ground on Thursday evenings at 6pm. We are hopeful that backing will be forthcoming to allow 
us to enter a league next year, & we will then work on starting teams for the youngsters, just as 
we had with Halling Minors FC years ago. We are also working with the Parish Council & 
LaFarge to facilitate home matches, & to identify a suitable location for football pitches in the 
future.  
If you are interested in playing, helping or supporting us, please give me a call on 01634 240962, 
or drop in on a Thursday evening. 
 

Mark Burren (Player/Manager) 
 
HALLING LITTER CLEAN-UP - ACTION DAY – SUNDAY, 25 N OVEMBER 

  

The last ‘Clean Up’ day was on 10/11 June 2006 when some 20 enthusiastic people cleared litter 
from a variety of locations. The decision was made then that the next ‘Clean Up’ would be in the 
winter, without the hindrance of concealing foliage and undergrowth. The date is now fixed for 
Sunday morning, 25th November, for the two hours 10 o’clock to noon. 

This will add to the small wonders achieved by the 30th Strood/Halling Helios Cub Pack (joining 
enquiries to Pat Catchpole at 240480) on 26th April – see June’s Halling View. 

So – at this early stage – I should be grateful if volunteers would either telephone me at 240121 or 
email me – bar.bar@btinternet.com – to signal their attendance on 25th November, and give their 
contact numbers. It would also be helpful, please, if volunteers and others could point out the 
‘black spots’ in Upper, North, and Lower Halling that need attention. Nearer the time, we can 
agree where we pick up the litter – Leslie Hitchcock will be concentrating, as ever, on the roads 
and pavements – and I can get us litter grab-sticks, gloves and sacks from the Medway Borough 
Council. 
  
Barry Barnes 

Ex Full Time Secretary 
(More than 12 years work experience) 

 
Now in the process of working as a 

freelance secretary from home. So for 
all your typing / secretarial 

requirements, please call Caroline on: 
 

07768 418053 
 
 

Letters; Articles; Tables; Memos; Leaflets; 
CV’s; Displays; Faxes; Adverts; Newsletters; 

Reports; Posters; Minutes; Forms; 
Spreadsheets; Cards  



 
 

 
 

 

Readers’ Letters: 
 
From “An Old Pensioner in Halling” (contact details supplied) 
 
I really enjoy Halling View and look forward to it coming.  Re the June issue:-  I hope the 
vicar will not grumble so much next time about DVD’s, credit cards and other people not 
having the internet (five mentions of him being frustrated in half a page!!?) Where is our 
Lord mentioned by Roger (our earthly shepherd) in his letter?  I do not want a computer, 
nor can I afford one, but wiser words from him (when given the opportunity like this) 
would be much appreciated. 
 
Ed: Needless to say, any views expressed in Halling View are not necessarily those of the 
Editor or Halling Parish Council and are entirely the responsibility of individual authors.  
Contributions are always welcome though! 

 
 
 

Halling Parish Council 
 

Although Parish Council meetings are open to the public, it’s not always easy or 
convenient for some people to attend. Did you know you can keep up with the activity of 
the PC elsewhere, not just by keeping an eye on our notice boards, but also by visiting 
our web site: 

 
www.halling-pc.gov.uk 
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Pub atmosphere at club prices – New members always welcome 
 

Call 01634 242647 for info. or call in during openi ng hours 
Sunday 12:00 – 10:30 

Friday – Saturday 12:00 – 12:00 
Monday – Thursday  3:00 – 11:00 

Check out the website: www.newtownclub.org.uk 

NOW COMPLETELY SMOKE FREE 
 
The very best regular entertainment anywhere locally. Take a look at 
what we have lined up between now & the end of 2007.  Please note 
that, while guests are welcome, a small additional charge may be made 
on Band nights. 
 
·  Sept 15th – Broken Biscuit – Blues & R ‘n’ B – Guests £2 entry 
 
 
·  Oct 6th – Mood Reaction – Reggae – Guests £5 entry 
 
 
·  Oct 13th – Darren, Kim & James  - Tributes to Robbie, Elvis & 

Elton & much more! Strictly Members Only 
 
 
·  Nov 17th – “Hobo Jones & The Junkyard Dogs” They call their 

music “Skunk”, being a cross between punk & skiffle. They dress as 
tramps, playing a variety of instruments, including washboard & 
kitchen sink!! Not to be missed! – Guests £3 entry 

 
·  Dec 31st – Mental Floss – Strictly Members Only 
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T. STEVENS SERVICES 

 

Carpentry, plumbing, 
patios, roofing, 

driveways & all general 
building work. 

 

For true local service 
 

Call Trevor on  01634 
243553 or  0770 4190882 for 

a quote.  
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September: 
8th – Police and Councillor Surgery (Community Centre – 12 Noon) 
 
9th – Garden Society Autumn Show (Jubilee Hall -2:30pm) 
 
13th – Parish Council Meeting (Jubilee Hall – 7:30pm) Members of the public welcome. 
 
15th – “Broken Biscuit” live at Newtown Social Club (Members and guests only – guests £2) 
 
28th – HALARA (Jubilee Hall – 2:00pm)  Mr Pressley will give a talk on “Bee Keeping” 
Visitors welcome (£1) 

October: 
11th – Parish Council Meeting  (Community Centre – 7:30pm) 
 
13th – Police & Councillor Surgery (Community Centre – 12 Noon ) 
 
13th – Halling Historical Society presents “A Walk Through Old Halling in The Last 100 
Years”.  A fabulous slideshow presented by Frank Smith starting at 4pm in the Baptist 
Church. Tickets are £5 to include light refreshments & proceeds will go to church funds.  
Tickets available from the post office, HHS Committee members or Frank Smith (01634 
241707) 
 
13th October – Robbie, Elton and Elvis Tribute Night live at Newtown Social Club (Strictly 
Members Only) 
 
18th  – Halling Historical Society Meeting  (Jubilee Hall – 7:30pm). Lt.Col. Bolton will give a 
talk on “Stained Glass in Kent”. Guests £1.50, contact Janice Ballard ( 01634 243210). 
 
26th – HALARA (Jubilee Hall – 2pm) – Pizza and ice-cream, visitors welcome (£1) 

November: 
10th  – Police and Councillor Surgery (Community Centre – 12 Noon) 
 
17th  – “Hobo Jones & The Junkyard Dogs” live on stage at Newtown Social Club (Guests £3)  
 
30th  – HALARA  (Jubilee Hall – 2pm) – Mr March will ta lk about English Country Cheeses.  
Visitors welcome (£1) 

December 
1st – Fabulous soul band “Toucanchoo” live on stage at New Town Social Club (Guests £3) 
 
8th – Police and Councillor Surgery (Community Centre – 12 Noon) 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Halling, 
 
After 10 years with Blue Circle/Lafarge Cement, I am finally going off to 
pastures new.  I have met many wonderful people since I have been working 
in the Medway Valley.  I feel I shall always have a close affinity with the 
residents of Halling and will follow the future of the area with interest. 
I hope that during my time working with those of you that know me, I have 
been able to represent the company to your satisfaction.  I also trust that 
participation in the  Halling Association has been viewed as beneficial. 
My very best wishes for continuing the excellent work that this 
organisation is doing and I hope you will all view the projects coming up 
through the Valley of Vision project as something you are able to get 
involved with and will bring even more benefits to your communities.   
Best wishes.   
Lynne Overett, Community Relations Manager, Lafarge Cement UK 
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All interior & exterior work 

carried out. 
 

Wallpapering & Home 
Maintenance 

 
25 years experience 

 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Tel: 01634 240585 
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London & Florida trained 

 
10 Years Experience 

 
Extensions (no drills used) 

 
Natural nails (cuticle tidy & polish) 

 
Full range of colours 

 
French/American manicure 

 
Quality products used 

 
TEL: Mandy 01634 242910 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CC&&RR  AAccccoouunnttiinngg  SSeerrvviicceess  
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Please phone for dates: 01634 242910 (Book early to avoid disappointment) 
 
I started Psychic Nights at Ragamuffins in April 2006 and it has 
attracted a huge interest. My audiences have been great and we have 
had a lot of fun on every performance. So far each show has proven to 
be a real roller coaster of an evening. Ironically, the disadvantage of 
any psychic performance is I never know what to expect. No two 
shows are ever the same, so unlike other performers I am unable to 
rehearse. However, the spontaneity adds suspense and intrigue on the 
night. My audiences never know whom I will be going to next or what I 
will pick up on. You never know, it could be you! 
 
 
 

"�#�$������$���*��+�$���
�
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Teaching psychic development has always been a passion of mine. 
The advantages of becoming intuitive are endless and you don’t have 
to consider yourself psychic to benefit from my workshops. It is my 
philosophy that there is a budding psychic in all of us waiting to be 
brought out. In the twelve years I have been teaching have never met 
a single person who after the right tuition has not been able to pick up 
on something psychically. For a thoroughly modern and productive 
approach to psychic development, just come along with an open mind 
and I will do the rest. 
 
Also available: private readings, party bookings. All enquiries on 
01634 242910 
�
�
 



 
 

 
 
 

Hate doing VAT Returns? 
 

Fed up spending your time book-keeping? 
 

Object to paying hefty Accountants fees? 
 

Let us help you! 
 
 

Book-keeping & Accountancy services provided 
Quality & Discretion assured 

 
Over 15 years of book-keeping experience! 

 
 

Call Carol or Ron now! 
  

01634 244807 or 0776 535 1064 
Email:    candraccounts@fsmail.net 
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PJ SERVICES 

Plumbing & Property Maintenance 
Free Estimates 

No Job Too Small 
All Work Guaranteed 

 
Call Alan Parker 

01474 364597 or Mobile 07851 313789 
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Belvoir! Lettings Rochester – 8 Victoria Street, Ro chester, Kent  ME1 1XH. 
 
Belvoir! Lettings Rochester are now on your doorste p. We are the Uk’s Largest Residential Lettings 
Specialist and have over 96 branches all over the c ountry, we can advise on all aspects of residential  
lettings: 
 

·  Provide help and advice to tenants to ensure they g et the right property! 
·  Provide help and advice to Landlords wishing to let  their properties! 
·  Provide help and advice to anyone wishing to become  a Landlord! 
·  We only provide fully referenced tenants to our Lan dlords! 
·  We only offer high quality properties to our tenant s! 
·  Our insurances for both tenants and landlords are m arket leaders - bespoke rent and legal 

insurance, bespoke buildings and contents insurance . 
·  With the new government Tenancy Deposit Protection Scheme due to come into force from 6 

April 2007 it will be illegal to place tenants depo sit monies into a Landlords private bank account  
- do not risk getting caught, employ us the experts  to ensure you are on the right side of the law!   

 
So if your looking for a specialist service in resi dential lettings look no further…….call us on 01634  
403125 or visit our website on www.belvoirlettings.com/rochester  
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Halling Rainbow Unit 
 

Our first ever Rainbow Unit! 
 

On September 13th, Halling will have it’s first eve r Rainbow Unit. The Rainbows are 
the part of the Girl Guide Movement allowing girls to join a group before they reach 
the age to become a Brownie. If you’re daughter is between five and seven years 
old, or will be five soon, and she would like to jo in us for activities, games and 
crafts, please drop me an email at maggierpalmer@aol.com  or give me a call on 
07843 712297. Thanks. Maggie Palmer. 

The New Bell Inn 
 

Friendly family atmosphere, real ales, pool table, juke box, local outdoor 
events catered for 

For more details call James on 01634 240523 
 

Also at The New Bell Inn 
 

The Spice Inn 
 

Tandoori restaurant and Take-away 
Free Home Delivery 

For bookings or orders, call 01634 249900 
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(Cuxton Based) 

 
Specialists in Property Maintenance, Repair & 

Refurbishment. 
 

Interior & Exterior Maintenance and Decorating 
CORGI Plumbing & Heating Installations 

Certified Domestic & Commercial Electrical Installations 
Certified Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 

Garden Landscaping & Maintenance 
Extensions, Conversions & New Build 

 
 

Free advice and estimates. 
 

01634 296613 
07704 317920 

 

www.TProperty.co.uk  
 



 
 

WILDLIFE HAVEN REAPS HUGE REWARDS 
FROM LAFARGE 

 

Support from the cement manufacturer, Lafarge, is paying dividends at a little known nature 

reserve in the Medway Valley, managed by Kent Wildlife Trust.  A groundbreaking 

management agreement, set up in 2002 between the Trust and Lafarge Cement, has seen the 

establishment of a dedicated wildlife warden and a total regeneration of Holborough 

Marshes, between the villages of Snodland and Halling on the east bank of the River 

Medway. 

The 15-year agreement includes an annual contribution towards regenerating and 

maintaining the important marshes at Holborough.  The last five years funding of more than  

£55, 000 has helped to re-establish ideal conditions for five rare orchid species including the 

Early Marsh Orchid, for key bird species like the Cetti’s Warbler and the increasingly rare 

nightingale and for delicate insects like butterflies and dragonfly. 

Wildlife warden Steve Weeks explained the work taking place at Holborough Marshes: 

“Five years ago the marshes were drying out and the wildlife was suffering from either a lack 

of water or from the result of vegetation over-growth.  Kent Wildlife Trust immediately 

undertook a programme of ditch and drainage renewal, creating sluice structures to allow 

controlled management of water levels across the reserve.  The introduction of cattle and 

horse grazing has kept the weeds and natural vegetation under control, providing the right 

conditions for the natural habitats to re-establish themselves.  A rotational coppicing 

programme in areas of scrub is providing suitable bird breeding habitats” 

Holborough Marshes has also provided educational and team building opportunities.  

Barclays Bank staff recently undertook some vegetation clearance work in addition to a 

£1,000 donation.  The Trust is also hoping to encourage nearby schools like Holmesdale 

Technology College to use the marshes as an outdoor classroom and university students and 

graduates are able to get some valuable on-the-job training. 

 

 



 
 

Steve Weeks continued: 

“The nature reserve is relatively unknown.   A few dog walkers and Trust members regularly 

visit the reserve but we would like to encourage more people to come and enjoy the area.  In 

recent years there has been some nuisance from motorbikes but an increased police presence 

and a heightened awareness campaign has helped to control illegal access problems.” 

Land and planning director for Lafarge Cement, David Simms often strolls through the 

marshes, enjoying the peace.  “ Evidence of the site’s industrial and historical heritage can 

still be seen,” he said.  “There is a World War II pillbox overlooking the River Medway and 

the narrow gauge rail track from the 19th century cement workings is still visible.  A three-

year Heritage Lottery Fund project begins this year that will deliver an additional £56,000 of 

project work on the site, including the re-instatement of a short length of the old cement rail 

track with interpretation boards.  The HLF funding will also provide new bird hides and 

enable reed bed work to create more water channels.” 

Lafarge is a major landowner in the Medway Valley and has been a corporate member of 

Kent Wildlife Trust for more than ten years.  In the past the company has worked closely 

with the Trust on projects in the Medway Valley at Burham and Wouldham Downs and 

elsewhere in the County. 

 


