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There’s very little room for an editorial this time as we have virtually run 
out of space for this packed edition of your favourite quarterly Halling 
publication. 
 

We are currently working very hard to install our very first Halling 
Christmas Tree outside the Community Centre in time for an official 
opening ceremony early in December, watch this space! 
 

There isn’t even room to devote much space to FW11, but I will tell you 
that it will culminate with the annual Fun Day on August Bank Holiday 
Sunday, the 29th August.  We’ll have much more info in the March issue, 
but in the meantime, please support our fundraisers starting with the 
Fashion Show at the Jubilee Hall on 3rd December.  
 

It just remains for me, on behalf of Halling Parish Council and the entire 
production team at Halling View (Daryl and I!) to wish you all a 
spectacularly over indulgent Christmas and an enjoyable, optimistic and 
successful 2011. 
 

Trevor 
 

OUR APOLOGIES FOR THE BIG DROP IN PRINTING QUALITY – TIME 
CONSTRAINTS MEANT WE HAD TO UNEXPETEDLY DO IT OURSE LVES  
THIS TIME AND OUR PRINTER IS IN NEED OF A GOOD SERV ICE! 
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Wet Floors : Disabled Showers : Safety Flooring (Slip Resistant) 
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CHRISTMAS AT THE 

NEWTOWN SOCIAL CLUB  
  

 
17th December - OAP's Christmas Party  

 
19th December - Children's Christmas Party  

 
Christmas Eve - Disco  

 
Boxing Day - "Wasted Aces" Live on Stage 

(afternoon)  
 

New Year's Eve - See in 2011 with our Disco  
 
 

Phone the Club for more info on any of 
these events & Xmas opening times. 

 
Call 01634 242647 or call in to see us. 

 



 
 

The Rector Sector 
Pure Prejudice or Profound Perceptiveness? 

People laugh at me because I go on about how I dislike shopping centres. To add injury to insult, the biggest 
shopping centre & the one I hate the most is one I have never even visited except when I got lost on the sponsored 
bike ride & then I didn’t enter any of the shops. The ring road was quite horrible enough for me. To be fair a lot of 
men don’t like shopping. How much fun is it to stand outside the ladies’ changing room, guarding her handbag, while 
she tries on dresses, occasionally coming out to ask your opinion & then do the opposite of what you say? 
 
I don’t like shopping. I don’t like crowds. I don’t like background music. And I don’t like carols played much before 
Christmas. So December isn’t my favourite time of year for going into town or even “out of town”! 
I think I can, however, justify my prejudices even without recourse to religion. Here are some secular objections to 
major shopping centres – especially the ones “out of town”. 

·  They encourage people to purchase goods they don’t really need. This is bad for the environment because it 
uses up raw materials to make things & because transporting them to the shops burns fossil fuels & generates 
pollution. Also, the more we purchase, the more waste we generate, which also has to be transported & is then 
usually buried in landfill sites or incinerated. 

·  Out of town shopping centres attract vast numbers of people who mostly travel by car, some by bus, & only a 
very few who cycle or walk. This also wastes fossil fuels & generates unnecessary pollution. It is especially 
wasteful when people go only to window shop or to purchase goods they don’t really need or just to hang 
about with their friends. 

·  Building shopping centres uses up land which might have been farmland or woodland. Even old quarries can 
become wildlife sanctuaries if they are left alone. The road systems built to serve major shopping centres 
themselves concrete over the countryside & generate more traffic. The more roads we build, the more 
attractive we make it for people to drive. 

·  The sheer volume of traffic generated shatters the peace of the environment. Traffic fumes are unpleasant to 
breathe as well as a threat to health. Well lit roads create light pollution which spoils our experience of the 
moon and stars at night & generating the electricity burnt to power all those lights is another major source of 
pollution & cause of global warming. 

·  There is good reason to believe that many of the cheap clothes sold to buy casually, use once or twice, & then 
to dispose of, are in fact produced by what is effectively slave labour in foreign countries, some of it even by 
children, who ought to be in school. 

·  Shoppers are implicitly encouraged to get into debt to buy every latest “must have.” Debt can have 
devastating consequences for individuals & for their families as well as for the whole nation. 

·  Vast centralised shopping centres encourage chain stores which sell mass-produced goods the same all over 
the country & therefore destroy local identity & small family-owned businesses & crush individuality & 
creativity. 

·  It diminishes our humanity if we are measured by what we own or can afford to buy. 
 
I suppose, in the interests of balance, I ought to mention the employment opportunities these shopping centres create, 
the advantage to all of us of having good quality, reasonably priced goods freely available to us & the sheer pleasure 
many people get from visiting these shopping centres, having a look round & purchasing what they need or just 
fancy. I’ll leave somebody else, at some other time, to develop the case for the huge “out of town” shopping centre & 
come straight to my spiritual reservations about retail parks – which are much more important than the secular ones. 

·  Thousands of people choose to work in or shop in these shopping centres rather than come to Church. If you 
believe that the presence of the Church within the human community is important, this matters rather a lot. 
Which would you rather disappear from our streets altogether – the Church or the shops? 

·  If we try to satisfy our human longings with material possessions, we are bound to fail. Human beings are 
essentially the children of God & it is only in relationship with Him that we can be truly satisfied. Shopping 
misses the point! 

Roger Knight, Rector of Cuxton & Halling. 
Christmas Services at St John the Baptist Halling: Carol Service & Christingle 3.00 pm 19th December; Christmas 
Communion 8.00 am Christmas Day. 
Christmas Services at St Michael & All Angels Cuxton: Nine Lessons & Carols 6.30 pm 19th December; Crib Service 
& Christingle 5.00 pm Christmas Eve; Midnight Mass 11.00 pm Christmas Eve; Christmas Family Communion 9.30 
am Christmas Day. 
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All interior & exterior work carried 

out. 
 

Wallpapering & Home Maintenance 
 

25 years experience 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Tel: 01634 240585 
 
 

 

 
 

T. STEVENS SERVICES 
 

Carpentry, plumbing, 
patios, roofing, driveways 

& all general building work. 
 

For true local service 
 

Call Trevor on  01634 243553 
or  0770 4190882 for a quote.  
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ALL SEASONS GARDEN MAINTENENCE  

ALL GARDEN MAINTENENCE WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

LAWN AND HEDGE CUTTING, BORDER 
MAINTENANCE 

PONDS CLEARED, WEEKLY/FORTNIGHTLY 
VISITS 

REGULAR AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

 FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE, REFERENCES 
AVAILABLE 

ALL RUBBISH LEGALLY REMOVED 

 PLEASE CALL JOHN ON 01322 423063 or 
07594 353866 FOR A FREE AND PROMPT 

ESTIMATE 

 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk 
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DDuu44AAccccoouunnttss  

 

  
NNeeeedd  hheellpp  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  oonn--lliinnee  TTaaxx  RReettuurrnn??  

 
Don’t know where to start with your Self Assessment? 

 
 

Object to paying hefty Accountants fees? 
 

Let me help you! 
 

Book-keeping & Accountancy services provided 
 
 

Over 15 years of book-keeping experience! 
 

Call Carol now! 
 on 

01634 244807 or 0776 535 1064 
Email:    Du4accounts@btinternet.com 
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ROCKY’S AUTOS 
 

Mobile Mechanic 
available for servicing, 
repairs, MOT’s on all 

types of vehicles at very 
competitive prices 

 
Call Rocky on 

07742670030 for more 
info and a quote 

 
 

Want Superfast 
Broadband? 

 
BT has created a website 
called ‘The Race to Infinity’ 
and is asking people to vote 
for their area to be 
considered for super fast 
broadband speeds.  
  
All you need to do go to 
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/ 
and enter your post code.   
This is genuine, not spam, 
and can’t do any harm, so 
give it a try. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The New Bell Inn 
 

Friendly family atmosphere, real ales, juke box, 
local outdoor events catered for. 

Live Music 
For more details call James on 01634 240523 

 

 
 

Also at The New Bell Inn 
 

 

The Spice Inn 
 

Tandoori restaurant and Take-away 
Free Home Delivery 

For bookings or orders, call  
01634 249900 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

LISA 
MOBILE  

HAIRDRESSER 
23yrs experience 

  
Also available, waxing in 
the comfort of your own 

home. 
For an appointment call 

07971516699 or 
01732840305 
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A HUGE THANK YOU 
 
In April I travelled to China with Macmillan Cancer Support and spent 6 
days trekking, climbing and in some cases crawling along remote and 
ancient sections of The Great Wall of China with 51 other Macmillan 
fundraisers from around the UK. We walked in temperatures of up to 32 
degrees Celsius by day, slept in rough conditions, under canvas in freezing 
temperatures by night, didn’t wash for a week and lost sight of a 
conventional western style toilet for a similar period of time! I met some 
amazing people and discovered a level of sheer tenacity and determination 
that went beyond anything I have ever experienced before! 
 
With your help I raised £7 042.09 for Macmillan Cancer Support and would like to thank everyone who helped, 
supported and sponsored me along the way.  
 
Special thanks go to Dave and Tracey at ‘The Bell’, Anne and Peter at The Homeward Bound, members of The 
Newtown Social Club, Daryl and Richard at Halling Farmer’s Market, everyone at Snodland Working Men’s Club, 
Mandy at Designer Tans Beauty Studio Snodland, David Porthouse at Oastpark Golf Club, Snodland and Steve at 
Twylites, Ditton, all of whom allowed me to host fundraising events. 
  
Special thanks go to our local postman Alun and Sacha (Sachdodd.com) who let me restyle their hair, as well as my 
hairdresser Steve and his brother Darren who let me loose on their backs with hot wax! Also, I like to say a BIG 
thank you to Sandra Finch who ‘stepped in’ at the eleventh hour to help me with The Christmas Fayre and then 
‘stepped out’ in the freezing cold to go carol singing! 
 
My thanks also go to the many local businesses that supported and sponsored me. 
 
Andrew’s Fish Bar, Snodland    BESA Hand Car Wash, Snodland 
Birling Home Improvements, Birling   Buzz After School and Holiday Club, Cuxton 
Count Campbell Accounts, Halling   Courtman and Squire, Snodland 
Dhaka Tandoori, Snodland    Enigma, Cuxton 
G & M Robinson, Cuxton    Gala Bingo, Medway Valley Park 
Halling Hire,Halling     Home and Hobby,  Snodland 
Jason Fuller (Xmas trees on A20)   Legends Aviation Gallery, Erith 
Lower Halling Post Office, Halling   LP Networks @ lpnetworks.com 
MacDonalds Medway Valley Park   Medway Bakery, Snodland 
My Baby Picasso, Southfleet    Noble House, Snodland 
Oastpark Golf Club, Snodland   Petaholics, Snodland 
Sashdoddcom, Halling    Shoe Repairs & Dry Cleaning, Snodland 
St Flooring Ltd Halling    Strood Chiropody & Podiatry,Strood 
Tesco, Lunsford Park     Co-op, Cuxton 
Co-op, Snodland     The Linen Warehouse, Strood 
The Spice Inn, Halling    Topiary’s Cuxton 
Total Property,Halling    Twylites, Ditton 
Wilkinsons Strood 
 
I would like to give a very special thank you to an ‘unsung hero’, Colin Morris, who walked out in all weathers to 
help me with my training for this event. The first walk we completed was on 12th January; the weather was awful, icy 
and bitter and I managed just over 5 miles in 2 hours. By 24th March we strolled out for a wonderful walk of just over 
20 miles from Halling to Cuxton, Meopham, Culverstone, Vigo and across Birling Hill to Snodland and finally back 
into Halling. I think it is very fair to say that without Colin’s help, support and encouragement I wouldn’t have lasted 
for a day in China!! Thank you to everyone who supported this venture. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
  
  

Halling Community Centre 
High Street, Halling, Kent ME2 1BS  
Tel: 01634 243696 
Registered Charity No.  1064906 

 
 

 
We’re still looking for somebody to take on the role of Community Centre Secretary . If you have a couple of hours 
to spare  to attend a monthly meeting, all on a voluntary basis, and type up the notes,  then we’d be very pleased to 
hear from you.  Please telephone the Community Centre in the first instance, and leave your contact details on our 
answerphone.  Your call will be returned, in order to arrange a mutually convenient appointment to discuss exactly 
what is involved.   

�
  
We didn’t think we’d be able to hold the Pensioners' Christmas Afternoon Party  this year, but very generously 
THE HALLING ASSOCIATION has given us the funding to enable the party to go ahead.   
 
All pensioners throughout the village are invited to come along again to this year’s party at the Community Centre on 
Saturday 18 th December 2010 from 1pm until 4pm  with the doors opening at 12.45pm.   Posters will be displayed 
on all the village noticeboards.  As in the past, we are able to provide lifts for those that need them, so please make 
this known either on the form below or when you ‘phone Janet. 
 
If you would like to come along, either complete the form below and drop it into the Community Centre, or if you 
prefer, telephone Janet Homewood on 07871 928902, just leave your name and how many in your party and we’ll 
see you on the 18th.   If you do need a lift however, then please leave your phone number and Janet will get back to 
you to make the arrangements.   
  
Please come along, meet up with old friends, have a drink and something to eat and join in the fun.  We  
look forward to seeing you again.   

 
 
 

 
�
Pensioners’ Christmas Afternoon Party – 18 th December 2010 – 1pm until 4pm at Halling Community  Centre 
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Sarah Anne Mooney ran in the ING New York Marathon on November 7th.  She 
did it in a time of 3hrs 25mins 36secs a Personal Best.  In her age group she 
was placed 114.  There were 47,000 participants.   
 
I am sure many residents have seen Sarah pounding the streets of Halling, 
Strood and Maidstone in training for her races. 
  
She is 31 lives in Halling.  She started running when she lived in Sheffield for a 
year.  She only started off doing 5 minutes a day then gradually built it up and 
found she really enjoyed it.  When she came back to Halling she was running 
up to one hour a day. 
  
Sarah joined the Larkfield Athletic Club and has gone from strength to strength.  
She has gained a championship place at the London Marathon next year.   



 
 

 

Well done to Sarah from all at Halling View 
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Garden Society News 
Dates for 2011 shows have now been fixed as 10th April for our Spring Show and 4th 
September for our Summer Show.(Yes this is not a mistake, we have moved it to 1st 
Sunday in September to suit the judge!) 
 
Now you may not be interested in growing giant vegetables like you see at Chelsea on 
the TV, but then neither are we! Its not that sort of show. 
We grow items that we can eat and try to grow them well so that some of them can then 
be put on the show bench or flowers and pot plants that look good on the table. 
We also have cooking classes for those with a light hand at pastry etc so join us and 
enter for fun. Subscriptions are £3 per year and you could save that amount with your 
seed order as we usually manage 40% off the club order to Dobies. Catalogues are 
available from Pat on 01634 240480 or select your order from the Dobies website and 
then send it to me instead of Dobies at pat.catchpole@btinternet.com and we will order 
it for you. We try to get our main order in early in the New Year before they run out of 
anything but we can always send small orders after then if you miss this date.  
If you don't have time for any of this, pop along at 3.30pm to see the results and then 
buy items in our auction at the end! 
New in 2011 we are trying to arrange a garden related talk to which you are all invited 
so keep an eye open for the details or e-mail Pat and asked to be notified when details 
are finalised! 
Give us a try as we don't bite. 
It’s a club run by villagers for the people of the village. Please show your support by 
joining up or coming along to our events. 
Yours 
Pat Catchpole 
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This is the second year of HSS at Halling School. The role is certainly varied and has become an 
integral part of providing an all round caring environment for our pupils and families. All of the staff 
here are committed to ensuring all of our children are happy, healthy and achieving to their fullest 
potential. School today is very different from most of our own experiences. We have an open door 
policy to parents and we welcome their involvement in school life. The stress and strain of family 
life can be overwhelming and impact on our children’s learning potential. HSS is an extra link 
between home and school, as we all know Teachers time is overloaded. I am able to bridge the gap 
by being more available to the children and parents.  I can provide a listening ear, support, 
encouragement, mediation, or refer onto appropriate services.  
I can be contacted via the school office on 01634 240258 or on my mobile 07833051934.  

 
�
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Santa will be visiting Halling on Tuesday 21st  

December starting at 4pm in Low er Halling. He will 
make his way through the village including Pilgrims  
Way.  Santa will call on any children in the 
village, whether or not they go to Halling School. 
If you would like Santa to call at your house, 
please fill in the form below and return it to 
Halling School together with your remittance of £2 
per child, or £5 for three or more siblings. 

 
You will need to suppl y your own present (not 

bulky or fragile please) and deliver it/them to the 
school by Friday 10 th  December. � Presents should be 
wrapped and clearly labelled with the name and 
address of the recipient. 
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Name(s) …………………………………………………………………………… 
   …………………………………………………………………………… 
   …………………………………………………………………………… 
   …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address …………………………………………………………………………… 
   …………………………………………………………………………… 
   …………………………………………………………………………… 
   …………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 


