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EDITORIAL 
A packed edition this time as we spring into summer, and I think it’s 
mostly a good news issue (don’t mention the bridge, I mentioned it once, 
but I think I got away with it!) 
Patrick Lawry’s Bluebell Walk on 26th April must have exceeded even his 
expectations. Around 100 people gathered at Browndens Road, and we 
enjoyed a fabulous walk in gorgeous spring weather above Upper Halling. 
The bluebells were abundant, and I’m told that people came from as far as 
North London to participate. When I spoke to Pat a couple of weeks ago, 
the total raised for the Eve Appeal was £2000 and still climbing. 
I have recently been contacted by a lady called Fay Sansom from 
Marsham Way, who is raising funds for a charity called CLIC Sargent, 
which is the premier British charity dealing with child cancer, look out for 
the article inside. 
I have also been contacted by Hannah Baker who, at 15 years old is setting 
about raising £4000 so that she can take part in the “World Challenge” 
next year, where she will travel to South America to undertake a varied 
range of voluntary work with local communities.  More inside. 
I am constantly impressed by the number of people, both young and not 
quite so young in our village who are doing great work for others. 
Speaking of great work, the organisers of our annual Funday, led by the 
irrepressible Leslie Hitchcock, put months of work into the event, please 
show your support by turning up at the Lower Rec on 21st June. 
Trevor �

 

 



 
 

 
The Rector Sector 

 
A few weeks ago the newspapers published a survey purporting to show that the Church in England 
is on the way out.  On present trends, in a couple of decades, there will be more practising Moslems 
than practising Christians.  The Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church will no longer be 
financially viable.  In these circumstances, it will hardly be justifiable to maintain an established 
Church. 
 
I should like to respond with three points. 

 
·  Is Christian belief in fact true? If Christianity is false, it does not matter if the Church ceases to 

exist.  On the contrary, if there is no God or if Jesus is not the Son of God and there is no Holy 
Spirit, then the sooner the churches close the better.  We cannot bring people up on a lie. 

·  If, however, the Christian faith is true, its continuation does not depend on us.  Faith depends on 
the all powerful God.  God can look after His Church Himself without any help from us at all. 

·  So the third point is not, will Christianity survive, but do we want to be part of what God is 
doing in the world? That is your choice and mine. 

 
Roger Knight, Rector of Cuxton and Halling. 
The Rectory, Cuxton, Rochester, Kent, ME2 1AF. 
01634 717135, 
Roger@cuxtonandhalling.org, http://www.cuxtonandhalling.org.uk 

 
 

CANTILENA 
Conductor: Bjørn Borge 

The award-winning choir from Norway 
 

Friday 27 June 7.30pm 
 

St Michael’s Church 
Rochester Road, Cuxton 

This is Cantilena’s only performance in Kent during  their 2008 Tour 
 

Free Admission 
Retiring Collection for 

Church Funds 
 
 

www.pnms.co.uk/cantilena, cantilena@pnms.co.uk, (020) 8519 6491�



 
 

Lawns - Borders - Planting     
Weeding - trimming - pruning 

Burgeon  
 ������ �����	
��  

 01634 308598 
 07799 630300 

47 Humber Crescent, Rochester, Kent ME2 2DU 
�
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DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL, INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR 

 
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED, FREE ESTIMATES, 

COMPETITIVE RATES 
��� �

PHONE GREG ON 01634 242382 OR 07814 622184 
 

PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE SERVICE 
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LICENSED BAR 
SERVICES 

 

Licensed Bars for all occasions, 
Birthday Parties, Weddings, 

Engagements etc. 
 

We provide a professional, 
responsible, reliable service.  

 

We are offering our services free to all 
functions held in Halling.  
(all you pay is the license fee)  

 

Please contact either of us for details:  
 

Caroline Finley (07976) 618169    
or 

             Alan Randall (07758) 646926  
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All interior & exterior work carried 

out. 
 

Wallpapering & Home Maintenance 
 

25 years experience 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Tel: 01634 240585 
 
 

 
 

T. STEVENS SERVICES 
 

Carpentry, plumbing, 
patios, roofing, driveways 

& all general building work. 
 

For true local service 
 

Call Trevor on  01634 243553 
or  0770 4190882 for a quote.  
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TRADITIONAL HOME COOKED FOOD 

SERVED FROM NOON TO 9PM 
 

FAMILIES WELCOME 
 

FISH & CHIPS TAKE-AWAY  
 

SUNDAY MEAT RAFFLE 
 

WIDESCREEN TV 
 

TEL: 01634 240743 
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HALLING MINORS FOOTBALL CLUB  
 

With the recent rebirth of football in Halling, int erest in the “glorious  game” in the village is 
higher than it has been for many years and all that despite “The Gills” relegation to the football 
league basement (sob!) 
 
Our articles on football in the village a little while back generated a lot of interest and, as a 
follow up to that, Frank Smith has sent me some more information, assembled by Roger Bourne 
from a folder retained by Neil Scudder, the son of Ernie Scudder, a former manager of Halling 
Minors. 
Incidentally, Mary Smith (Frank’s wife) was previously married to Ernie and she remembers 
faithfully washing the team’s kit after each match and hanging the shirts on the line in number 
order, how’s that for dedication!!  Roger’s article is set out below. 

 

HALLING MINORS FOOTBALL CLUB – 1970/71 to 1973/74 
 

In fond memory of Ernie Scudder, a manager and a warm hearted and generous man who loved 
football – he was the inspiration behind this football club. 
 
Statistics 
Played       Won       Drawn       Lost       Goals For       Goals Against 
     92            59              10            23            576                      233 
 
Goalscorers: 
Stephen Cribben     117       Robert Tasker    88       Kim Oliver         73 
Roger Bourne            55       Andy Taylor        40       Neil Scudder     35 
Mick Spain                 26       Barry Stuart        22       Chris Ablett       19 
Richard Wretham     15      Keith Bourne       12       Phil Stevenson    9     
Steve Taylor                 9      Tony Bristow         7       Ian Howard         5 
Gary Hitchcock            5      Clive Green            5       Tony Penfold       5 
Brian Heighes              3      Neil Aitken             2       Paul Mabbet        2  
Robin Shepherd          1      Keith Frost              1       M.Hill                    1 
 
This record has been compiled from the notebook maintained by Ernie Scudder and which was 
kindly provided to me by his son, my team mate and friend, Neil Scudder. 
 
We also remember fondly, Robert Tasker, the Club’s second highest goalscorer, who died in 
2006, aged just 49, following a long and valiant battle with multiple sclerosis, the symptoms of 
which first appeared not long after these records closed in the mid 1970’s 

 
Roger Bourne 
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GRAZING NEEDED 
 

 
 

Marnie Slater needs some grazing for her two ponies, a Mountain and a 
Moorland (14hh and 12hh).  They are sturdy animals and have no special 
requirements.  If you can help Marnie, please contact her at 
marnieis@hotmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEATHER  STATION 

 
�

Ex Full Time Secretary 
(More than 12 years work experience) 

 
Now in the process of working as a freelance 
secretary from home. So for all your typing / 
secretarial requirements, please call Caroline 

on: 
 

07768 418053 
 
 

Letters; Articles; Tables; Memos; Leaflets; CV’s; 
Displays; Faxes; Adverts; Newsletters; Reports; Posters; 

Minutes; Forms; Spreadsheets; Cards  

Halling now has its very own weather station, which is 
privately run and contains an enormous amount of useful 

information.   It is currently being relocated in the 
village, so some of the information may not be bang up to 

date for the time being.  Well worth a visit though, at  
www.hallingweather.co.uk 
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For a price list, call Sacha on: - 

 
01634 249454 

 
 

or email at: - sacha@superduper.eclipse.co.uk  
 

Or visit my website at: - www.sashdodd.com  
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To Halling View Readers, 
 
I am writing this after celebrating St George’s Day with others involved in Scouting. We 
paraded through Rochester High Street, with the rest of Stood District and finished at 
Rochester Cathedral. During the service the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and leaders 
all renewed our Promises. 
The Cubs said – “I promise that I will do my best  
                           To do my duty to God and to the Queen 
                           To help other people and to keep the Cub Scout Law” 
 
This day is special to us because St George is not only the Patron Saint for England but 
also of Scouting. 
 
One Sunday in April, we ‘Helped other people’ by taking part in the ‘Bluebell Walk’  
organised by Patrick to raise money for the Eve Appeal in memory of his wife, who died 
from ovarian cancer. The weather was wonderful and the event was well attended. For 
the cubs that took part they not only had a few hours in our breathtaking woods full of 
fragrant and stunning bluebells, but also played an active part in the community. They 
also gained a badge that they will proudly wear on their uniform. 
Getting outside and learning about the world around them, making friends and staying 
healthy is what scouting is all about. 
 
Another activity, incorporating fitness, fun and friends we had a try at skiing on the 
Alpine Dry Ski Slope in Gillingham, plus a go on the Cresta Toboggan Run. 
On the 12th June, Helios Cub Pack in Halling will have been going for 10 years and we 
are having a party. As the Beaver and Cub sections have grown from strength to strength 
we aim to start up our a Scout Troop in Halling if there is enough interest. This is for girls 
and boys from the ages of 10½ to 14 years. We will meet at the Community Centre on a 
Wednesday evening between 7 and 9pm, so if you know of anyone who wants to take 
part in this initiative as either a Scout or a helper, don’t hesitate in getting in contact with 
me on 07866639143 or 01634 243437 at home or email - sandrafinch2910@aol.com 
There will be an open session before September and we have a stand at the Halling Fun 
Day, so you can chat to us there. 
 
All the best from those in Scouting  
 
Sandra Finch – Akela Helios Cubs and her team 
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CLIC SARGENT 
CLIC Sargent is named after the late Sir Malcolm Sargent, the 
musician, composer and conductor and is Britain’s foremost charity 
dealing with the difficult and emotive subject of child cancer.  Their 
mission statement is “caring for children and young people with cancer 
and their families – in hospital and in the community”. 
 

The local connection with Halling is with two families in the village, the 
Sansoms and the Barbers.  Fay Sansom wrote to me about little Emily 
Barber, who is 4 years old and has been undergoing extensive treatment 
for cancer, including chemotherapy and an operation to remove a 
kidney.  Emily is an incredibly brave little girl and it is very much hoped 
that she will now make a full recovery. 
 

The families’ connection is through Fay’s son Ben, who has been best 
pals with Emily since they were tiny.  From speaking to Fay, I suspect 
that Ben is just a little in love with Emily, but best not say anything 
because they get so embarrassed at that age don’t they? 
  

CLIC Sargent have been a great help and comfort to the Barbers 
throughout Emily’s illness and Fay has decided that she would like to do 
something positive to raise funds for the charity.  She will be organising 
a sponsored obstacle course for Emily and Ben’s little friends at the “Bo-
Peeps” Pre-School Nursery in June, following it up with a number of 
other charity events over the next few months. 
 

This is the good bit, having never attempted anything like it before, Fay 
is going to run a half-marathon in September and there’s me thinking 
I’m almost ready for the Olympics after doing the Bluebell Walk!!  
I wish Fay every success with her various ventures and I will be happy 
to publish a sponsorship form for her half-marathon in the next issue.  
In the meantime, if anyone would like any more information, you are 
welcome to contact Fay on 01634 242240 and you can find out more 
about CLIC Sargent on their website at www.clicsargent.org.uk  
 
Trevor   



 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

WHAT’S ON DIARY,  JUNE – SEPTEMBER (So much to do, so little space!!) 
(Please note that all Parish Council meetings will be preceded, at 6:30 by a Police and 
(if available), local Medway Councillor surgery.  All parish council meetings are open 
to the public, who are welcome to ask questions at the start of the meetings) 
12th June  Halling Parish Council Meeting in the Jubilee Hall at 7:30.  
13th June  Daryl’s Quiz in aid of church funds 7:30 at the Jubilee Hall.  
14th June  Live on stage at Newtown Social Club, “Del” is UB40.  (Guests £3) 
19th June  Halling Historical Society meets at the Jubilee Hall at 7:30.  Mr 
F.Turner will talk on “The History of Gravesend Air port”. Guests £1.50 each. 
21ST JUNE HALLING FUNDAY (ATTENDANCE AND ENJOYMENT COMPULSORY !!)  
27th June  HALARA at Jubilee Hall, starting at 2:00.  Guest speaker is Mr 
Stewart from “CROP” (Citizens’ Rights for Older People).  Guests welcome - £1 each) 
27th June  “Cantilena” at St Michael’s, 7:30, free admission (see separate article) 
10th July  Halling Parish Council Meeting, 7:30 at the Community Centre 
25th July  HALARA at Jubilee Hall, 2pm.  Miss F.Janes will speak on “Radio 
Monologues”.  Guest welcome (£1) 
26th July  Newtown Social Club’s annual outdoor event.  “Wasted Aces” Live. 
2nd August Sarah O’Shea’s Country Show live on stage at Newtown Social Club 
21st August Halling Historical Society meets at the Jubilee Hall at 7:30, where Mrs 
Mortlock will speak about Tonbridge Castle (Guests  £1.50) 
29th August HALARA at 2:30 in the Jubilee Hall.  Ms M Strodder wil give a talk 
entitled “My Life as a Vernon Girl”  Bound to be pools of fun (sorry!)  (Guests £1) 
============================================================================= 

HALLING BRIDGE 
 Set out below is a press statement issued by Medwa y Council.  Halling Parish Council wishes to 
make it clear that the statement has been issued by  Medway Council & that it has not been issued 
in consultation with or with the approval of the Pa rish Council.  However, the Parish Council is 
continuing a constructive dialogue with both Medway  Council and Network Rail on the short and 
long term future of the bridge and residents will b e kept fully in touch with developments.    

*���
���������	������+������,����
A recent inspection of Halling railway bridge has revealed that for safety reasons it cannot carry vehicles 
over 7.5T, which includes buses unless it is reduced to single lane traffic. Medway Council has achieved this 
using traffic lights and a temporary arrangement of barriers and signs. This will allow the continuation of 
the public transport link in the village. 
A permanent single lane system, with high kerbing and properly installed traffic lights, is programmed to be 
carried out from Monday 4 August and should take about 6 weeks to complete. During these works it will be 
necessary to close the bridge to all motor vehicles including the buses. Pedestrians will be allowed to cross the 
bridge and vehicular access to all properties will be maintained. 
The school buses that cannot be permitted to cross the bridge are continuing their service by carrying out a 
reversing manoeuvre in Low Meadow. As the works will be conducted within the school holiday the bus 
companies intend to maintain their regular services to Halling by using this turning facility. The bus 
companies will post notices at the relevant stops within Halling giving details of their individual 
arrangements. To reduce the amount of traffic from Low Meadow and to prevent conflict with reversing 
buses, Ferry Road will be opened outside the Medical Centre, for all one-way traffic leaving the estate except 
heavy goods vehicles, which will be prevented by reducing the road width. Entry to the estate will not be 
allowed along Ferry Road. 
Medway Council apologises for the inconvenience and disturbance these essential works will cause and will 
endeavour to complete the works as quickly and safely as possible. Should you require any further details 
please contact Medway Council Customer First Section on 01634 333333.�
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HALLING COMMUNITY CENTRE  
High Street, Halling, Kent ME2 1BS 

Tel : 01634 243696 
Registered Charity No. 1064906 

 

TREASURER  
 

We still urgently require, on a voluntary basis, a 
new “Treasurer” for the Community Centre.  
Perhaps you have recently moved here, and 

would like to get more involved in your village.   
Do you have 2-3 hours to spare each week, to 

take care of the Centre’s accounts etc., and 
attend a meeting every other month or so. 

Please telephone the Community Centre, as 
above, and leave your contact details on our 

answerphone; we will return your call.  Or, if you 
prefer and are passing by, please call into the 

Community Centre office to find out more. 
I know this “thankyou” is very late – I lost the original emailed copy in cyberspace.  However, better late 
than never! 
A big “thankyou” to all those who donated prizes towards either/or/both the Pensioners’ Party and for the 
New Year’s Eve Disco, namely (and hopefully we haven’t forgotten anybody) :- 
Halling Association    Lafarge     Sashdoddcom 
Halling Hire     Headlines     Morrisons 
Tesco      The Homeward Bound (and also for the loan of their games) 
Karen Lawry 
We’d like to think that everybody enjoyed themselves at the The Pensioners Christmas Party.  We’d like to 
extend a big “thankyou” to all those that came along for the afternoon, those that helped us with the food 
preparation, and also to Gemma Hodnett in her role as bingo caller.   
The New Year’s Eve Disco also went along smoothly with tickets being sold out very early on.  Thanks to 
everybody all those that contributed to the evening and gave up their spare time to help out with the 
preparations and, the clearing up afterwards. 

From Janet Homewood and all on the Halling Community Centre Committee����
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London & Florida trained 

 
10 Years Experience 

 
Extensions (no drills used) 

 
Natural nails (cuticle tidy & polish) 

 
Full range of colours 

 
French/American manicure 

 
Quality products used 

 
TEL: Mandy 01634 242910 

 
 

Jubilee Hall, 
Browndens Road, 

Upper Halling 
 
 

Available for bookings for 
clubs, organisations, 

meetings & private parties  
 
 
 

Call Roy Willoughby on 
01634 245103 for booking 

details 
 



 
 

 
 

Hate doing VAT Returns? 
 

Fed up spending your time book-keeping? 
 

Object to paying hefty Accountants fees? 
 

Let us help you! 
 
 

Book-keeping & Accountancy services provided 
Quality & Discretion assured 

 
Over 15 years of book-keeping experience! 

 
 

Call Carol now! 
  

01634 244807 or 0776 535 1064 
Email:    candraccounts@fsmail.net 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SORRY!…… 
My apologies if you are one of the recipients of th is edition of Halling 
View with poorer print quality. The printer went wr ong on a Saturday, 
and the three-day delay waiting for a new part to f ix  this would have not 
been acceptable, when we are aiming to release this  early to publicise 
our village Funday.    Daryl.  
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Pub atmosphere at club prices – New members always welcome 
 

Call 01634 242647 for info. or call in during openi ng hours 
Sunday 12:00 – 10:30 

Friday – Saturday 12:00 – 12:00 
Monday – Thursday  3:00 – 11:00 

Check out the website: www.newtownclub.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The very best regular entertainment anywhere locally. Take a look 
at what we have lined up between now and September.  In 
addition to the events listed, the Club is currently looking at a new 
(and different!) programme of entertainment for the rest of 2008. 
 
Members are always welcome to bring guests into the Club, but 
when there is entertainment, a modest charge may be made.  
 

14th June Live “Del” is UB40.  (Guests £3) 
 
16th June Newtown Social Club  

Annual General Meeting.  
All members are invited to attend. 8pm 

 
2nd Aug Sarah O’Shea’s Country Show 
 
26th July Annual outdoor event.   

“Wasted Aces” Live. 



 
 

The Bishop’s Palace - Past 
 

The ‘Valley of Visions’ project is considering plans for the piece of land between St John’s & 
the river. This area, now wild & overrun by weeds, trees, rubbish & detritus from the cement 
industry, was once one of the palaces of the Bishops of Rochester, & as such, has had 
associations with eminent people, & entertained some of the ‘celebrities’ of their day. It has 
not always been a derelict site, & perhaps their planned excavations can ascertain the size of 
the palace, & their subsequent plans may give some acknowledgement of its past importance. 
When looking at the history we should first ask the question, why was this site chosen? One 
answer would be, it’s on the river, remembering that the roads were bad or non-existent. 
This may be the case, but there are plenty of other places along the Medway within rowing 
distance of Rochester. I think the answer is the ferry. We know that an ancient track-way 
crossed the river here. Before the river was dredged for navigational purposes, it was 
shallower, & wider, but still tidal. The bend in the river between Halling & Wouldham is 
narrower & afforded a natural place to cross. It may even have been fordable at low tide. It 
therefore made a suitable crossing point for traders, travellers & migrants who wanted to 
journey across the county & beyond. According to William Lambarde, the Elizabethan 
historian, the use of the ferry was given, by King Ethelred of Kent, to Erdulph, Bishop of 
Rochester in 751 A.D. This implies the prior existence of a ferry, a ferryman, his family, & 
perhaps a place to lodge or obtain refreshment. About fourteen years later in 765 A.D. 
another king of Kent, Egbert, gave land at Halling to Dioran, the then Bishop, including 
where the present church stands, & the future site of the palace. This remained in the 
ownership of the Church, except for periods when Danish raiders ravaged land in Kent & 
along the Medway. 
Then 1066 & William the Conqueror! He immediately got rid of the Saxon bishop & installed 
his half brother Odo at Rochester, & now our story begins. In 1077 Gundulph was installed 
as the Bishop.  Gundulph came from Bec in Normandy & was an architect. He is credited 
with building the White Tower in London, St Leonard’s Tower & possibly The Abbey in 
West Malling, rebuilding part of Rochester Cathedral, & replacing the small wood, thatched 
Saxon Church with the first stone church of St John the Baptist at Halling. He also founded 
St Bartholemew’s Hospital in Rochester. He looked at this piece of church land in Halling, & 
decided it was a very pleasant place, & would be ideal for a palace. Imagine all the 
excitement in this little village when all this was going on. He was a very well respected man, 
acquainted with the Kings William, Rufus and Henry I, & he was called Gundulph the Good. 
William held him in such high esteem that he left to Rochester £100 and his royal robe. 
Gundulph died in 1108. The next Bishop to have much influence here was Gilbert de 
Granville, but before he came into office the palace had a very important visitor. Thomas a’ 
Becket was murdered in 1170 and was succeeded by Richard Bishop of Dover &, as such, was 
second only to the King as the most powerful man in England. In 1184 while travelling in this 
part of the county, he was staying in his manor at Wrotham. An account of the time 
says….’…he had a terrible dream. He had a vision of a very terrible person who asked him in a 
fierce manner, who he was – to whom, when he for fear, made no answer, said, ‘thou art he who 
destroyed the church &, therefore I will destroy you from the face of the Earth!’ The next day 
whilst travelling to Rochester, he was seized with a sudden shivering & sickness, that he could 
scarce get to the village of Halling, a place of the Bishop of Rochester, where he no sooner 
arrived & going to bed that night, he died of a fit of colic’. He was probably poisoned! 



 
 

Gilbert was installed in 1185. He found his manors in a bad state of repair & had to set about 
a programme of restoration. It is recorded that he made his palaces at Halling & Trottiscliffe 
‘more suitable for the purposes for which they were meant’. He also had contacts with the 
highest in the land. He supported the crusades, was at the coronation of Richard I (the 
Lionheart), visited Richard when he was in prison in Germany, & on his return, 
excommunicated Prince John. When John became King he had to flee, first to Scotland, & 
then to Rome. Because he had fallen out with the monks at Rochester, when he died they at 
first refused to allow his body to be buried. Eventually they relented, but would not allow any 
Christian ceremony, which, they believed, would deny his departed soul any peace & 
happiness. 
The next Bishop of note was Haymo de Hythe who was appointed in 1318. As with his 
predecessors, he had to embark on a programme of repairs. In fact, his immediate 
predecessor, Thomas of Wouldham was so concerned that he left all his timber to replace the 
fallen roof, & carry out other repairs to the hall. 
The Bishops occupied the palace at Halling from toward the end of the eleventh century until 
John Fisher’s removal in 1535. It is a story of periods of wealth, periods of neglect, and times 
of rebuilding, repairing, and additions. The Bishops who used it were often very influential in 
national affairs, & often quarrelsome with authority & their superiors. They were also not 
unaffected with national events – civil wars, the crusades, the influence of travelling friars, 
the fresh thinking of Wycliffe, Martin Luther & oth ers, outbreaks of the plague (Black 
Death)………….. All had a bearing on the men who used the palace here at Halling………… 

…………To Be Continued next time: 1318 to 1535 and John Fisher, Cardinal & Saint. 
Mary Acott.  

The Bishop’s Palace - Future 

The Bishop’s Palace is a significant feature of Halling’s heritage which has been recognised 
nationally by its designation as a Scheduled Ancient Monument. However, neglect in recent 
years has meant this invaluable local asset has become overgrown with vegetation and 
mature trees, littered with rubbish and a place infrequently visited.  Working with the local 
community, the Valley of Visions team will aim to: 
·  conserve and enhance the grounds of the Bishop’s Palace and the rich industrial heritage 

of the site. 
·  create a welcoming and desirable open space for Halling residents and visitors. 
A meeting to discuss our recommendations to enhance the Bishop’s Palace was held on 
Wednesday 14th May at Halling Community Centre. With a turnout of  over 50 people and 
great interest and enthusiasm by many in assisting with the project over the next three years, 
the evening was most productive and enjoyable. There will be plenty of opportunities to help 
with the enhancement of the Bishop’s Palace including community archaeology. To add 
yourself to the Bishop’s Palace mailing list to receive updates of the project or to find out 
about our other exciting projects in the Medway Gap including events & talks and free 
training, please contact the Valley of Visions office on 01634 242826, by email 
mail@vov.kentdowns.org.uk or visit our website www.valleyofvisions.org.uk.  
Valley of Visions Landscape Partnership Scheme is a three year Heritage Lottery Funded 
project aiming to deliver positive change in the Medway Gap. Working with local 
communities, landowners, schools, parish councils and local organisations, the Valley of 
Visions team will implement an exciting and complex programme focusing on heritage, 
wildlife, conservation, landscape, access and community training.   
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The New Bell Inn 
 

Friendly family atmosphere, real ales, juke box, local outdoor events catered 
for 

 
For more details call James on 01634 240523 

 

Also at The New Bell Inn 
 

The Spice Inn 
 

Tandoori restaurant and Take-away 
Free Home Delivery 

For bookings or orders, call 01634 249900 


