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The Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Halling Parish Council  

Tuesday 10 March 2026, at 7.30pm at the Community Centre, Halling.  

 

014/26 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair’s welcome and recording of those present 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Councillors present: Cllr R Thorne (Chair), Cllr L Ali, Cllr L Hitchcock, Cllr C Saltmarsh, 

Cllr T Dunbar, Cllr G Wenham, Cllr S McCormack. 

In attendance: Clerk Mr C Fribbins. Assistant Clerk Mr N Miners. No members of the 

public. 

 
015/26 

 

 

Apologies for Absence. 

None.  

016/26 Declarations of any Pecuniary and / or Prejudicial Interests 

Cllr L Hitchcock (Halling Youth Club and Halling Community Centre), Cllr L Ali (Jubilee Hall). 

 

017/26 

 

 

Adjournment for Public Questions 

No members of the public were present. 

018/26 

 

 

 

To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 12 January 2026 

The minutes of the previous ordinary meeting were presented. The minutes were proposed 

as a correct record by Cllr L Ali and seconded by Cllr L Hitchcock. Agreed unanimously. 

Cllr G Wenham thanked the Council for its donation to Diabetes UK. 

 

019/26 

a) 

 

 

        

       b) 

 

 

Clerk’s Report  

John May Charity 

The Clerk reported that all three councils involved in the John May Charity – Snodland, 

Birling, and Halling – had now agreed to dissolve the charity and transfer its remaining 

funds to the Snodland Hub.  

Grant Requests 

The Halling Association had agreed to grant £200 each to four Halling residents who are 

attending the World Scout Jamboree.  



 

020/26 

a) 

 

 

b) 

 

 

Finance 

Financial Reports  

The Clerk presented the updated financial report and reconciliation statement up to 28 

February 2026. These were noted and signed by the Chair. 

CCLA Public Sector Deposit Account 

The Clerk reported the transfer of the initial deposit of £150,000 has now been completed. 

021/26 

a) 

 

 

b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reports from Portfolio Holders 

Footpaths Report 

There was a discussion about how to ensure Halling’s public footpaths remained clear of 

overgrowth during the summer months. 

Recreation Ground 

Lower Recreation Ground, goal posts and goal mouth. Cllr L Hitchcock reported he had 

obtained a quote for £1,300 to repair and refit the goal post, and then to re-turf the goal 

mouth. It was agreed to continue to investigate options for the costings of new posts. 

Upper Recreation Ground, Browndens Road. Cllr L Hitchcock reported that repairs to two 

benches are required. A tree has now been cut down and removed. 

It was reported that suitable ‘No Dogs’ signage had yet to be located. It was agreed to 

investigate local suppliers. 

Lighting coverage in car park. Two quotes were presented, firstly Solar Light at £1,332.91 

and secondly Solar Light with app at £1,633.50. The app would enable the lighting to be 

switched off when the car park was not in use. Cllr R Thorne proposed that the Solar Light 

with app be accepted. This was seconded by Cllr G Wenham and agreed unanimously.  

Planning  

MC/26/0191 Construction of a Memorial Throne area, land adjacent to Bishops Palace. Cllr 

R Thorne reported that the Bluebell Circle Group was pleased to have submitted the 

application which was received by Medway Council in February.  

MC/26/0008 Variation of condition 2 MC/22/2915, addition of loft floors all units, except unit 

6, MCL Grove Road, Upper Halling. It was reported this condition had been discharged. 

MC/26/0349 Conversion of garage to annexe, 103 Pilgrims Road, Upper Halling. The Parish 

Council made no comments on this application. 

MC/26/0437 Formation of gable end and dormer window and installation of roof lights, 24 

Vicarage Close. The Parish Council made no comments on this application. 

Tonbridge & Malling Local Plan. The Chair and Clerk reported there had been a large 

response from the public in opposition to the proposal to build 1,300 houses adjacent to the 

southern boundary of Halling. This land has now been designated as ‘brown belt’. 



 

 

d) 

 

 

 

 

 

e) 

 

 

f) 

Medway Local Plan 2041. The Clerk reported this has now been submitted to the Planning 

Inspectorate.  

Planters in the Village and Station Platform 

The Chair and Clerk agreed to liaise on this item. The Chair also noted that the Valley of 

Visions project had restored an engine used in the cement industry, which is now located 

behind the Holborough Cricket Ground, and that it would be desirable to move this engine 

to the roundabout at the northern entrance of the village to create an entrance feature to 

Halling. 

Halling View 

The Assistant Clerk reported that once the date and time of the Annual Meeting was 

confirmed the artwork for Edition 133, March 2026, would be sent to the printers. 

Kent Community Rail / Medway Valley Line (Halling)  

The next meeting concerning the community adoption of Halling station will be held on 

Tuesday 31 March. The current owners of the station building had agreed that two 

noticeboards could be used by the community, but it had not been possible to arrange a 

visit to the building. 

 

022/26 Events Committee Report 

The Five Bells and the Moot Brewery are arranging Easter Egg hunts, and it was agreed to 

donate Easter Eggs to both events, and to purchase an Easter Bunny costume which could 

be used at both events. 

Hallingbury 2026 is scheduled for Saturday 8 August and will include three bars. 

The Christmas Pantomime had been booked. The Clerk confirmed the Community Centre 

had been booked and Santa’s Grotto is planned to take place in the Five Bells. Cllr G 

Wenham agreed to contact Boundary Fencing to begin arrangements concerning the 

installation of the Christmas Tree. 

 

023/26 Kent Association of Local Councils, Medway Committee 

No delegate appointed. 

 

024/26 Annual Report 2026 AGAR 

Introduction. The Clerk reported that Assertion 10 is the new requirement for the AGAR 

which confirms parish councils have in place appropriate arrangements for digital, data 

and information management. Assertion 10 covers five areas: secure council-owned 

email, website compliance, data protection, IT Policy, and best practice: .gov.uk domain. 

Halling Parish Council is compliant in four areas but needs to adopt an updated IT Policy. 



Adoption of IT Policy. The clerk introduced the new IT Policy and gave an overview of the 

14 clauses. Cllr S McCormack proposed the IT Policy be adopted. This was seconded by 

Cllr T Dunbar and agreed unanimously. 

Asset Register. The register has been reviewed and circulated to Councillors.  

 

025/26 Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting Act 1960 Exclusion of Press and Public)          

The Chairman reported on the recent meeting with representatives from the Community 

Centre.  

 

026/26 Personal and Confidential Matters 

None. 

 

027/26 Date and Venue of Next Meeting 

The Clerk confirmed that the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council would be held on 

Monday 11 May at the Jubilee Hall, Upper Halling. The next ordinary meeting would follow 

the conclusion of this Annual Meeting. 

The Annual Parish Meeting was confirmed for Friday 29 May at the Community Centre. 

 

 Meeting Closed 8.35pm 

 
 
Signed: Cllr ________________________________________ 
 
Date:  _________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


