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The Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Halling Parish Council  

Monday 12 January 2026, at 7.30pm at the Jubilee Hall, Upper Halling.  

 

001/26 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair’s welcome and recording of those present 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Councillors present: Cllr R Thorne (Chair), Cllr L Ali, Cllr L Hitchcock, Cllr C Saltmarsh, 

Cllr S Rapp, Cllr T Dunbar. 

In attendance: Clerk Mr C Fribbins. Assistant Clerk Mr N Miners. One member of the 

public. 

 
002/26 

 

 

 

 

 

Apologies for Absence. 

Cllr G Wenham (family bereavement) and Cllr S McCormack (work commitments). Cllr C 

Saltmarsh proposed that both apologies be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr L Ali and 

agreed unanimously.  

The Chair thanked Cllr L Hitchcock for supporting Cllr G Wenham over the recent weeks.   

003/26 Declarations of any Pecuniary and / or Prejudicial Interests 

Cllr L Hitchcock (Halling Youth Club and Halling Community Centre), Cllr L Ali (Jubilee Hall). 

 

004/26 

 

 

 

 

Adjournment for Public Questions 

It was confirmed that the bus stopping places in Low Meadow (near to the junction with 

the High Street) are used by school buses. The possibility of purchasing a red telephone 

box to be located at Forge Green was considered. The Clerk agreed to investigate this 

idea. 

 

005/26 

 

 

 

To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 10 November 2025 

The minutes of the previous ordinary meeting were presented. The minutes were proposed 

as a correct record by Cllr L Ali and seconded by Cllr L Hitchcock. Agreed unanimously. 

006/26 

a) 

 

Clerk’s Report  

Kent Association of Local Councils Community Award 2026 

A nomination was made and seconded. The meeting agreed the nomination. 



b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) 

 

 

 

John May Charity 

The Chair reported that Snodland Town Council has proposed disbanding the John May 

Charity and using its funds for the ‘Snodland Hub’, a service that can be accessed by 

Halling residents. The Chair and Clerk of three councils, Snodland, Halling and Birling, act 

as the charity’s trustees and it has around £22,000 in its accounts. It was reported that no 

grants have been awarded by the John May charity for several years, and that Birling 

Parish Council has already agreed to the reallocation of its funds to the ‘Snodland Hub’. 

Cllr T Dunbar proposed that Halling Parish Council agree to the proposal to disband the 

charity and transfer its funds to the ‘Snodland hub’. This was seconded by Cllr C 

Saltmarsh and agreed unanimously. It was also agreed to report this item in a future 

edition of Halling View. 

Grant Requests 

Halling Parent Teachers Association, support towards the annual summer fair, amount 

requested £907.50. Cllr S Rapp proposed to cover the full grant request. This was 

seconded by Cllr T Dunbar and agreed unanimously. 

Bluebell Circle Group, contribution towards the play area in memory of Sofia Le Brunn-

Healey, amount requested £2,500. Cllr C Saltmarsh proposed that the Council earmark 

the full grant request and release the funds when planning permission has been obtained 

for the play area. This was seconded by Cllr S Rapp and agreed unanimously. 

Halling Chess Club, to cover heating costs at St John’s Church, amount requested £110 

(to be paid to the Church). Cllr L Ali proposed the grant to be covered in full using funds 

from the Halling Association. This was seconded by Cllr C Saltmarsh and agreed 

unanimously. 

Kent Community Rail Partnership, contribution towards local line and Halling station 

improvements, amount requested £100. Cllr S Rapp proposed to cover the grant request 

in full. This was seconded by Cllr T Dunbar and agreed unanimously. 

Donation to Diabetes UK 

Cllr R Thorne proposed that £50 be donated to Diabetes UK in memory of Mrs Mary 

Wenham, the late wife of Cllr G Wenham. This was seconded by Cllr T Dunbar and 

agreed unanimously. 

 

007/26 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance 

a) Release of Funds 

The annual grants to the Community Centre and the Jubilee Hall were discussed. It was 

agreed to deduct £225 from the grant to the Community Centre. It was proposed by Cllr C 

Saltmarsh that the grants be £2,775 to the Community Centre and £3,000 to the Jubilee 

Hall. This was seconded by Cllr T Dunbar and agreed unanimously by the voting members.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Approval of Budget 2026/27 

The budget for the next financial year was considered. The recommendation was proposed 

by Cllr R Thorne and seconded by Cllr L Ali. Agreed unanimously. 

c) Precept 2026/27 

The recommendation to increase the precept to £57,500 giving a Band D property charge 

of £39.4 (an increase of 4.8%.) was proposed by Cllr R Thorne and seconded by Cllr L Ali. 

Agreed unanimously. The Precept Form will be signed by the Chair and RFO/Clerk and 

submitted to Medway Council. 

d) Financial Reports  

The Clerk presented the updated financial report and reconciliation statement. These were 

agreed and signed.  

  

008/26 CCLA Public Sector Investment Fund 

Cllr S Rapp proposed that the Council deposit £150,000 with the CCLA Investment Fund. 

This was seconded by Cllr L Hitchcock and agreed unanimously. It was agreed that the 

signatories for the deposit will be Cllr R Thorne, Cllr L Hitchcock, the Clerk, and Assistant 

Clerk. It was also agreed that the Chair and Clerk would make the necessary 

arrangements for this deposit.  

 

009/26 Reports from Portfolio Holders 

a) Footpaths Report 

The Clerk reported that Footpath RS320 had been cleared of undergrowth by the team of 

footpath volunteers who work alongside Medway Council. No response had been 

forthcoming from Medway Council regarding the Permissive Path between Whitting’s Farm 

and the Plough Path. 

b) Recreation Ground 

Lower Recreation Ground. Cllr L Hitchcock reported that Total Property could repair the 

goalpost at their workshop. There was a discussion on the current ‘No Dogs’ signage at the 

entrances to the Recreation Ground and the possibility of erecting more prominent signage. 

Cllr L Hitchcock agreed to investigate new signage. 

Upper Recreation Ground, Browndens Road. Cllr L Hitchcock reported he is waiting for a 

date for the removal of the dead tree and clearance of undergrowth. The Clerk reported that 

the Council are waiting for an update from Volker Highways regarding the software and app 

that will be used to control the lighting at the car park. 

c) Planning  

Cllr L Ali reported on the following planning applications: 

MC/25/2467 Details pursuant to condition 4 (Plant noise) on planning permission  



MC/25/1784 - Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) to allow for a minor material 

amendment to planning permission MC/22/2915 for the addition of loft floors to all units and 

the provision of an entrance gate, MCL Ltd, Grove Road. This has been approved with 

conditions.  

MC/25/2029 Construction of a single storey rear extension and part conversion of garage 

into habitable room 24 Hostier Close, Halling. This has been approved with conditions.  

MC/25/2130 Details pursuant to condition 10 (landscape scheme) on planning permission 

MC/22/2915 - Construction of eight new residential dwellings with associated hard and soft 

landscaping - demolition of existing buildings MCL Ltd Grove Road Upper Halling. This has 

been approved with discharge of conditions. 

Tonbridge & Malling Local Plan. The Chair and Clerk reported on the proposals to build 

1,300 houses adjacent to the southern boundary of Halling, and further development at 

Peters Village. Given the extra pressure the new housing would place on Halling’s GP 

provision and infrastructure it was agreed to oppose the new development and to express 

our concerns to the Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council.  

d) Planters in the Village and Station Platform 

The Chair and Clerk agreed to liaise on this item. 

e) Plaque for Forge Green  

It was reported that the plaque has now been installed at Forge Green. It was agreed the 

plaque was well researched, well designed and in a good location. It was agreed the 

plaque was a very welcome addition to the presentation of Halling’s history. 

g) Halling View 

It was agreed to continue ordering 1,700 copies from the printers. The Assistant Clerk 

reported that the deadline for Edition 133 (March 2026) would be Monday 16 February, with 

delivery to begin week commencing Monday 2 March. 

h) Kent Community Rail / Medway Valley Line (Halling)  

Kent Community Rail Partnership had won a special National award for Outstanding 

Contribution to Community Rail, awarded by the Community Rail Network. 

 

010/26 Events Committee Report 

The Chair reported that the Christmas Grotto in the Five Bells had been a success. It was 

agreed to book the pantomime for Saturday 5 December 2026. It was agreed to purchase 

a new Father Christmas costume.  

The Five Bells Public House had requested to use the Recreation Ground for an 

Oktoberfest. Permission was agreed. 

The Committee is investigating the possibility of holding an Easter activity with either the 

Five Bells or the Moot Brewery. 



011/26 Kent Association of Local Councils, Medway Committee 

The Clerk had attended the Medway Committee meeting. 

 

012/26 Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting Act 1960 Exclusion of Press and Public)          

Not required as no personnel or confidential items were presented to the meeting. 

 

013/26 Personal and Confidential Matters 

None. 

 

014/26 Date and Venue of Next Meeting 

The Clerk confirmed that the next Ordinary Meeting would be held on Monday 9 March at 

the Community Centre. 

 

 Meeting Closed 8.55pm 

 
 
Signed: Cllr ________________________________________ 
 
Date:  _________________________ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


