
Halling Parish Council  

The Community Centre, High Street, Lower Halling, Rochester, Kent. ME2 1BS                                               

Clerk/Proper Officer/RFO Mr C Fribbins Telephone (01634) 241551                                                                           

Email: clerk@halling-pc.gov.uk Website: www.halling-pc.gov.uk                                                                              

Assistant Clerk Mr N Miners  

 

The Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of Halling Parish Council  

Monday 11 May 2026, at 7.20pm at the Jubilee Hall, Upper Halling.  

 

039/26 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair’s welcome and recording of those present 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Councillors present: Cllr R Thorne (Chair), Cllr G Wenham (Vice-chair), Cllr L Hitchcock, 

Cllr C Saltmarsh, Cllr T Dunbar. 

In attendance: Clerk Mr C Fribbins. Assistant Clerk Mr N Miners. Four members of the 

public. 

 
040/26 

 

 

Apologies for Absence. 

Cllr L Ali (away), Cllr S McCormack (work), Cllr S Rapp (illness). Cllr L Hitchcock proposed 

that all three apologies be accepted, this was seconded by Cllr C Saltmarsh and agreed 

unanimously. 

 

041/26 Declarations of any Pecuniary and / or Prejudicial Interests 

Cllr L Hitchcock (Halling Youth Club and Halling Community Centre). 

 

042/26 

 

 

Adjournment for Public Questions 

It was agreed to notify Medway Council about fly-tipping of pine trees near to public right 

of way RS220. 

The planning application for 45 houses on land west of Formby Road was discussed. The 

application was ‘indicative’ and therefore gave no details regarding the design of the 

housing. It was also noted that the number of houses fell below the threshold for any S106 

agreements. 

The Chair noted that the Parish Council had already objected to the proposal, and the 

objection had referenced the unfulfilled historic promises relating to the site.  It was also 

noted that Halling’s Medway Council Member, Cllr M Fearn, had also objected to the 

application. 

 

 



043/26 

 

 

 

To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 10 March 2026 

The minutes of the previous ordinary meeting were presented. The minutes were proposed 

as a correct record by Cllr G Wenham and seconded by Cllr T Dunbar. Agreed unanimously. 

The Chair reported that the Community Project organised by Bluebell Circle had received 

planning permission and that the throne installation would be unveiled on 11 June.  

 

044/26 

a) 

 

 

        

       b) 

 

 

 

 

c) 

 

 

 

d) 

 

Clerk’s Report  

End of Financial / Council Year 31 March 2026 

The Clerk reported that the insurance had been renewed and the asset register updated 

to reflect the improvements to the bus shelter. The draft AGAR was presented to the 

meeting which will be approved in June. 

Bus Services to Upper Halling 

Nu-Venture buses are continuing to experience difficulties in Upper Halling with traffic and 

parked cars, issues which Nu-Venture had reported may result in the cancellation of the 

service to Upper Halling. It was agreed to write to Nu-Venture to stress the importance of 

the service to residents. 

South East Water 

South East Water had written to the Council noting that Halling was now designated as a 

‘very hard water area’. The correspondence had included an explanation, an apology and 

details of how to descale appliances. 

Grant Requests 

The Clerk reported that the Council had paid the grant application to Bluebell Circle when 

planning permission had been approved. 

The Halling Junior Chess Club had applied for £750 to continue with the club for an entire 

year. It was proposed by Cllr C Saltmarsh to donate £375. This was seconded by Cllr T 

Dunbar and agreed unanimously. 

A donation to the Kent Air Ambulance was discussed. Cllr C Saltmarsh proposed a 

donation of £400. This was seconded by Cllr G Wenham and agreed unanimously. 

 

045/26 

 

 

 

Finance 

Note Payments made under delegated powers of the Chair / Clerk 

The delegated payments were presented to the meeting and noted. 

046/26 

a) 

 

 

 

Reports from Portfolio Holders 

Marsh 

There had been a fire on the Marsh on Sunday 12 April, which had resulted in five fire 

engines attending the incident. 



 

 

b) 

 

 

c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e) 

 

f) 

Cllr Wenham reported that new combination locks would be installed to reduce the risk of 

fly-tipping. 

Footpaths  

No reply had been received from Medway Council regarding the permissive path from 

Plough Path to Whittings Farm. 

Recreation Ground 

Lower Recreation Ground, the goal post had been welded and replaced. The Chair and Mr 

Godding were thanked for their work on the repairs. Cllrs L Hitchcock and G Wenham would 

be visiting the Snodland Sign Shop to enquire about suitable ‘no dogs’ signage. A seat on 

one of the swings had been unusually damaged and had been safely removed. A new seat 

will be installed in the very near future. 

Upper Recreation Ground, Cllr L Hitchcock reported that Norse had damaged a picnic bench 

table, which had resulted in the entire bench on one side of the table being removed. The 

incident had been reported to Norse. 

Planning  

MC/26/0663 Outline planning application (all matters reserved except for access) for a 

residential development for up to 45 dwellings with associated groundworks, drainage, 

landscaping and access, land west of Formby Road. The Parish Council has submitted an 

objection to this application. 

MC/26/0648 Listed building consent for joinery repairs to windows, fascia and soffit; renewal 

of 1 door and 2 windows, brickwork and render repairs, part re-roof. Court Farm Pilgrims 

Road, Upper Halling. This application has been approved. 

MC/26/0629 Listed building consent to install a blue heritage plaque, Prings Hall Pilgrims 

Road, Upper Halling. The Parish Council had no objection to this application. 

MC/26/0560 Construction of a two storey and part single storey rear extension, 61 Pilgrims 

Road Upper Halling. The Parish Council had no objection to this application. 

MC/26/0437 Application for a Lawful Development Certificate (proposed) for formation of a 

gable end, construction of a rear dormer window, 24 Vicarage Road, Halling. The Parish 

Council had no objection to this application. 

Planters in the Village and Station Platform 

The Chair and Clerk agreed to liaise on this item.  

Halling View 

The Assistant Clerk reported that the deadline for the June edition is Monday 18 May. It was 

agreed to include a request for new Parish Councillors, to advertise the date of Hallingbury 

2026, and to include the KALC Community Award Presentation. 

 

 



047/26 Events Committee Report 

The Moot Brewery had thanked the Events Committee for the Easter Egg Hunt event which 

had been very well attended. The Halling Brownies had also sent a thank you letter following 

the visit of the Easter Bunny to their event.  

Arrangements for Hallingbury 2026 are underway. Four bands have been booked, and the 

committee are now looking for a fifth act. There will also be children’s bouncy castles, a 

helter-skelter, a soft gel arena, and stalls. Three bars and six portable toilets have been 

booked. 

 

048/26 Kent Community Award Scheme 2026 

The award has been delivered to the Council Office and will be presented at the Annual 

Parish Meeting. 

 

049/26 Annual Parish Meeting 2026 

Invites have now been sent to local groups to attend the Annual Parish Meeting on Friday 

29 May. 

 

050/26 Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting Act 1960 Exclusion of Press and Public)          

None. 

 

051/26 Personnel and Confidential Matters 

None. 

 

052/26 Date and Venue of Next Meeting 

The Clerk confirmed that the next Ordinary Meeting will be held on Tuesday 14 July at the 

Community Centre. 

A meeting to approve the AGAR will be scheduled in June after the internal audit.  

  

Meeting Closed 8.10pm 

 
 
 
 
Signed: Cllr ________________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  _________________________ 
 
 
 

 


