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Merry Christmas

My, my, my. It doesn't seem that long ago that we were welcoming in 2025 and now in a few
weeks’ time we will be welcoming in 2026. And what a busy 2025 it has been for Halling Parish
Council. Over the year we have celebrated VE Day and remembered those who gave their lives,
had our own music festival with ‘Hallingbury’, entertained with Spookfest in October and as usual
Santa visited Halling and gave out presents to the children followed by our fabulous pantomime,
Aladdin, at the community centre.

The Parish Council has all of its residents at heart and we are here to continue to make the village
a wonderful place to live. So from all of your Councillors on Halling Parish Council, we wish you
a Merry Xmas and a fantastic 2026.

Richard Thorne, Chairman, Halling Parish Council

Santa is visiting Halling!

Halling Primary School’'s Parent Teacher Association (PTA) are returning this Christmas with a
bigger, brighter, and new sleigh on Friday 19 December, starting at approximately 4pm by the
school. Any donations will be gratefully received to contribute to this 30 plus year long tradition.
Collection buckets will be out on the night and the PTA together with the organizing team, thank
you all in advance for your support to the PTA and Halling Primary School.



Christmas in Halling

As the festive season approaches here are the details of Halling’s church services and
celebrations, plus a message from Pastor Kevin Felix Hollington.

The Value and Meaning of Christmas
Services and Events at St John’s
Church

St John’s Church warmly invite everyone to join us in celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, as we
come together in thanksgiving for our blessings, to renew our faith in God’s love, and to share in
the spirit of community, goodwill, love and light that Christmas brings.

Christmas Tree Festival Saturday 20th to Wednesday 24th December, 10am to 2pm. The festival
will feature beautifully decorated Christmas trees from local clubs, societies, and organisations.
Come and enjoy the creativity and community spirit that make this event so special.

Sunday Morning Holy Communion Sunday 21st December, 11am. Join us for Holy Communion,
held amid the stunning display of Christmas trees. A truly memorable setting for worship and
reflection.

Christingle Service with Impromptu Nativity Play Sunday 21st December 3pm A family-friendly
celebration, featuring a simple, impromptu nativity play. Props and costumes provided! All are
welcome to take part or simply enjoy the fun and festive atmosphere. The Christingles will light
up the church with a message of hope and light.

Christmas Day Service Thursday 25th December at 8am a quiet and joyful Holy Communion
service to begin Christmas Day with peace, gratitude, and celebration. We warmly invite you, your
family, and friends to be part of these special moments at St. John’s Church and wish you all a
joyful and peaceful Christmas.

St John’s email: hallingchurchwardens@cuxtonandhallingchurches.org

and website: achurchnearyou.com
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Light in the Midst of Darkness, a
Christmas Message from Pastor
Kevin Felix Hollington

Many of us have been shaken by recent events and the rising uncertainty across our land. Anger,
questioning, and fear have been a common theme. Yet in the midst of such darkness, hope is
closer to home than we realise — a real hope that burns alight, quenching even the darkest hour:
The gospel of Christ offers this light of hope to our hearts and to our very nation.

If you once called yourself a Christian, or if you're simply curious about the meaning at the heart
of Christmas, come and join us. We will sing traditional carols and we will listen to the timeless
message of Jesus Christ, the King of Kings. May He revive our hearts in joyful adoration!

The Carol Service will be held on Saturday 20th December, 6pm, at Halling Baptist Church,
Vicarage Road. Our website is hallingbaptist.org.uk, our email hallingbaptistchurch@gmail.com
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Saturday 20 December 6pm at the Baptist Church
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Halling’s Acts of Remembrance 2025

Remembrance-tide 2025 was observed in Halling in several ways this October and November,
with two poppy art installations, poppies attached to local lampposts and a church service followed
by a parade to the War Memorial at Forge Green on Remembrance Sunday.

A new display to recall and remember the sacrifices made on our behalf in the conflicts of the
twentieth century was created by the Halling Sapphires, and was placed along the railings at the
Jubilee Hall. This display compliments the tapestry of poppies which every year overflows the
church wall at St John’s Church.
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The Halling Sapphires Women’s Institute created this Poppy
Installation adorning the railings outside the Jubilee Hall, Upper
Halling



Halling’s Acts of Remembrance 2025

Both displays included purple poppies which remember the sacrifice and suffering of the many
service animals such as horses, mules, donkeys, rescue dogs, and carrier pigeons who lost their
lives in the First and Second World Wars.

Remembrance concluded in Halling with a Service in St John’s Church, attended by local
residents, local organizations and members of the Parish Council. Following the service, there
was a parade to the War Memorial at Forge Green, where wreaths were laid and a two-minute
silence was observed in memory and gratitude to the men and women who gave their lives for
the freedoms we enjoy today.

The Sapphires also created the overflowing tapestry of Poppies at
St John’s Church

The War Memorial, Forge Green



Halling Train Station Community
Adoption

In October, local residents held the first meeting with Kent Community Rail Partnership to discuss
the potential for a local group to adopt Halling Station. The meeting was co-chaired by Chris
Fribbins (chair of Kent Community Rail Partnership), Clir Stephen McCormack (Halling Parish
Council Liaison), and Gary Outram (Project Officer for Kent Community Rail Partnership).

The discussion focused on how Halling Station would benefit from being adopted. Potential
improvements could include new artwork, noticeboards and planters. Alongside the co-chairs,
Halling residents considered what we could do as a community going forward in terms of
establishing a formal or informal group to adopt Halling station. Several ideas were presented and
the next stage is to see if they can be actioned. A follow-up meeting will occur in the first half of
2026, keep an eye on Halling View and the Parish Council website for the time, date and location.

Bringing the Halling station building into community use was also discussed, but this may become
a longer-term ambition.

If you are interested in helping with the plans and the group to adopt thed station please contact
the Parish Council.

L-R: Clir S McCormack, C Fribbins and G Outram at the station
meeting

Halling Station is currently unadopted, but plans are now
underway to form a local community adoption group



People may wonder what an MP can help with locally.

My team and | are here to support you with your issues and concerns. Here
are some examples of the kinds of things we’ve helped constituents with
recently:

State Pension: After months without payment, we contacted the DWP and
secured a constituent’s first pension - plus the backdated payments.

Medical Delays: After years of delay, even after their GP had tried to
expedite their case, we helped a constituent get the treatment they needed.

While | can’t guarantee outcomes, my team and | will do all we can to
support you with anything we can help you with.

Y

Lauren Edwards

MP for Rochester and Strood | also want to wish everyone in Halling, and their
loved ones, a very Merry Christmas, a Happy New
Get in touch: Year, and a fantastic start to 2026!

Email: lauren.edwards.mp@parliament.uk
Web: www.laurenedwards.uk

Phone: 0207 219 7667

Letter: House of Commons, London, SW1A OAA

Scan for social media, newsletter sign up and more:

Planters in Halling

As well as the possible installation of planters at Halling station, the Parish Council is currently
working with Grow19 to insta other planters around the village. Grow19 is an organization based
in Maidstone which aims to increase the opportunities for employment and independent adulthood
for a range of young adults whose statutory education was within a specialist setting.

The sites so far under consideration are near to New Town Social Club, the A228 Malling Road
junction, The Pilgrims Road junction with the A228, Chapel Lane and Court Farm. Hopefully more
progress will be made on the planters in the New Year.

A Planter at Cuxton station. Several locations in Halling are being
considered



Local Grant Applications and Halling
Needs You

The Halling Parish Council can award grants to local groups and associations to assist with new
projects or ongoing activities. Primarily to support organisation and groups that operate in the
Halling Parish area, although grants may be made to larger, regional and/or national organisations
that can demonstrate the benefit to Halling.

The Council now administers the remaining funds from the Halling Association which can also be
awarded to local groups. Application forms for funding can be found on the Parish Council website
and is relatively straightforward, covering questions about the project, your organization, and how
many Halling residents will benefit.

In 2025 the Parish Council organised several special events: VE Day 80 celebrations, Hallingbury,
Spookfest and the forthcoming Christmas events. To keep up Halling’s sense of community we
need your help, and the Events Committee of the Parish Council would love to hear from you if
helping organize events in Halling is something that interests you. Please contact the Parish
Council if you would like to become involved.

The Halling Association Halling’s VE Day 80 Beacon

Halling View

Halling View is produced and delivered by the Halling Parish Council. If you have
any comments or suggestions for future editions of Halling View please contact the
Parish Council on 01634 241551 or via email at: clerk@halling-pc.gov.uk



